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tion to his own Imperial responsibilities. His timid will, used
to petty expedients, failed to come to any decision. The con-
sequences of such a policy were not long in declaring them-
selves.

Persian humiliation had reached its lowest depth when the
great conqueror Nadir Quli, later known in history as Nadir
Shah, appeared on the scene of activity and by his military
exploits gained the confidence and respect of the entire Per-
sian people. He defeated the Afghans, compelled them to
evacuate his country and established his rule in 1736. Not
content with this achievement, he inarched to Qandahar,
invested and captured it in 1737. Thus he cleared his way to
the frontiers of the Mughal Empire. The capture of Qandahar
ought to have been an eye-opener to the authorities at Delhi.
External danger grew imminent but no effective measures to
meet it were forthcoming. Before Nizamu'1-Mulk came to Delhi
to take up the vizierate for the second time, Nasir Khan, Mughal
governor of Kabul, had already sent repeated solicitations to
the Amiru'l-Umara for the supply of money, warning him
of the impending danger, but none of his representations had
been attended to. Amir Khan, governor of Kabul in the
time of Aurangzib, had maintained militia to defend the
frontier as well as to provide a means of subsidy to the tribes
in order to keep them quiet. Even after Aurangzib, the
governor of Kabul used to receive funds from the Central
Government for political purposes. These remittances were
withheld by Amiru'l-Umara Samsamu'd-Daulah since some
time. Failing to get the usual supplies of money it was no longer
possible for the Mughal governor of Kabul to keep up the
military stations on the confines of the Empire. This defence-
less state of the Mughal frontier would have tempted any
ambitious adventurer to invade India. The Mughal governor
of Kabul also informed the Delhi Government about the
intentions of Nadir Shah. But in spite of these warnings, the
pusillanimous Government of Delhi failed to make any definite
plan of action to check the onward march of the Persian
'conqueror..When the Wakil of Nasir Khan made representa-
tions to the Amiru'l-Umara, the latter is reported to have
replied thus: "Know you not that I am a man of too great
experience to be caught by such stories that are only made